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FAA Releases Draft Airport

Improvement Program Handbook

On May 19, 2026, the FAA provided an updated
draft of the FAA Order 5100-38E, Airport
Improvement Program__(AIP)__Handbook for
public comment. The AIP Handbook provides
guidance to FAA staff about the administration
of the AIP, which provides grants to airport
sponsors for the planning and development of
public-use airports that are included in the
National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems
(NPIAS).

The draft would make substantial revisions to
the current Order FAA Order 5100-38D,
Change 1, which was issued February 26,
2019. The updated version incorporates legal
and policy changes over the last few years,
including the FAA Reauthorization Acts of 2018
and 2024. Significant updates include proposing
to rescind Program Guidance Letters (PGLSs)
and Reauthorization Program Guidance Letters
(R-PGLs) and delegating additional authority to
Regional Airports Division and District Offices
(ADOs).
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FEDERAL RULES, ORDERS, &
GUIDANCE

Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) and Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
e TSA, New Agency Information Collection Activity Under OMB Review: Real-
Time Wait-Time Dashboarding, 91 Fed. Reg. 35,536 (June 11, 2026)
e TSA, Revision of Agency Information Collection Activity Under OMB Review:
TSA PreCheck® Application Program, 91 Fed. Reg. 33,190 (June 3, 2026)
e TSA, Gold+ Airport Screening_Privatization Program (May 21, 2026)
e CBP, Fee for Fingerprints Collected by CBP, 91 Fed. Reg. 28,599 (May 18,
2026)
e TSA, Aviation and Cargo Bulletin Criminal History Record Information (April
24, 2026) (available on the Homeland Security Information Network,
HSIN.gov)

Council on Environmental Quality
e Memorandum for Heads of Federal Departments and Agencies: Establishing,
Revising, Adopting, and Applying_Categorical Exclusions under the National
Environmental Policy Act (Apr. 9, 2026).
e Memorandum for Heads of Federal Departments and Agencies: Guidance on
Emergencies and the National Environmental Policy Act (Jan. 21, 2026).
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	EDITOR’S NOTE
	Kaplan Kirsch’s airports practice is one of the largest and most experienced in the country. The Firm’s attorneys have counseled clients on issues associated with complex airport development and master planning projects, land use, environmental review, rates and charges, airline incentives, finance, security, safety, airport proprietors’ rights, and compliance with federal requirements. The Firm has represented clients throughout the nation in regulatory and legislative advocacy on a wide range of policy matters and in litigation related to airport operations and development. The Firm’s clients have included airport proprietors, local and state governments, airport tenants, and users and businesses affected by airport operations.
	The Airport Law Digest is a semi-annual publication of Kaplan Kirsch LLP and is provided as a complimentary service to registrants of the annual Airport Law Workshop. The Digest is for informational purposes only and is not for the purpose of providing legal advice – including the application of law to any particular set of facts and circumstances. Readers are urged to consult their counsel and consultants concerning their own situations and any specific legal questions. If you have any questions or would like to learn more about the topics addressed in this Digest, please contact the attorney who normally represents you or contact us at info@kaplankirsch.com or at one of our offices below.
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